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DURHAM CHARE AND MARKET PLACE

Durham Chare [15]: once one of the main routes into the town before a new road layout through the Market Place was
built in the 1920s. Walk to the bottom of the hill.

Castle Chare and Drinking Fountain [16]: the restored fountain was built in 1873 by the Temperance Society, (info
board available). To the right is the 19th Century Gaunless Bridge. Beyond the bridge was the site of Ferens Mill producing
flour and animal feed; there was a mill on this site from the 16th Century (now houses). Walk up the steps taking you back
to Kingsway (a steep climb of approximately 60 steps). Cross the road onto Castle Chare into the Market Place.

Market Place [17]: the origins of the Market Place date back to the 13th Century, once being the genteel centre of the
town with fine residences dating from the 17th Century onwards. Houses built on the south side had extensive gardens
heading downhill to the River Gaunless. Some buildings have recently been redeveloped by The Auckland Project
including the Mining Art Gallery and Spanish Gallery. The latter comprises the former Barclays Bank (19th Century and
then the Backhouse Bank) and the adjacent building, once the home of the Barrington School and site of Pollards Hall.
It's worth taking a circuit around the Market Place to take in the buildings and short detours around Silver Street and
Wear Chare.

A famous resident of the Market Place was William George Armstrong, the innovative engineer, industrialist, and
philanthropist. He lodged with the headmaster in what is now “Fifteas Team Room” (No. 9, Market Place) when he
attended King James | Grammar School. Armstrong met his future wife, Margaret Ramshaw, in Bishop Auckland who
also lived on the Market Place with her family. The two became sweethearts, marrying in 1835.

The War Memorial near The Mining Art Gallery was dedicated in 1922 commemorating the fallen from WWI up to
recent conflicts.

TRAIL ENDS
® Furple Detour: High Bondgate > Newton Cap Bank > Skirlaw Bridge

High Bondgate: 19th Century water fountain or “pant” (info board available) near the Etherley Lane Junction.

Skirlaw Bridge: at the bottom of Newton Cap Bank has one rounded arch and one pointed arch, originally built by Bishop Skirlaw in the
14th Century and was one of the main routes in and out of the town until the Newton Cap Viaduct was saved from demolition by public
effort and converted to road use (opening in 1995). The bridge is also the site of “Palfreys Leap” —in 1744 local prize fighter, Edward
“Neddy” Palfreys allegedly leapt twice from the bridge (about 14 meters). The first “leap” was accidental, the second “leap” was to
entertain the crowds!

Yellow Detour: Princes Street > Waldron Street > Etherley Lane
Princes Street, St Peter’s Church: here Stan Laurel was baptised and Sir Edward Elgar’s “The Music Makers” had its world premiere.
Waldron Street, number 22: home of Arthur Jefferson, manager of the Eden Theatre and father of Stan Laurel.

Etherley Lane, number 5 (West House): has links to Edward Elgar - the owner at the time of Elgar's visits was a member of the Kilburn
family, iron masters, who had their works in the town making huge castings for ships, bridges etc.

® Green detour: Market Place > Auckland Park
The Bishop's Palace, or Auckland Castle: residence of the Bishops of Durham for 800 years. Attractions include St. Peter’s Chapel (open

to the public), the Castle, walks in the park and woods, Georgian deer house, 18th century icehouse and a restored walled garden, and
the Faith Museum due to open Autumn 2023.

This walk has been produced with kind support and contributions from:
Bishop Auckland Civic Society, Bishop Auckland People’s Museum, Durham Amateur Football Trust, Mrs Barbara Laurie

The map is reproduced by kind permission of Gillian Arnold. It was co-created by textile artist Gillian with schools and the local community.
This trail has been printed with the generous support of the Angel Trust.
If you are interested in Bishop Auckland history and heritage, please scan the QR code.

E Historic England AH F Hertage

wwwahfund.org.uk

NORTHERN
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BISHOP AUCKLAND
HERITAGE TRAIL

CIRCULAR ROUTE AROUND BISHOP AUCKLAND
TOWN CENTRE
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